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SOVIET RUSSIA-LAND OF 


By HAYS JONES 


Delegate from Marine Workers Industrial Union, New York 


AM just back from the Land of Opportunity—al- 
though it doesn’t label itself so. The United States 
boasts of a few thousand “self-made men” who have 
proved their ability to rise to the top of the pile by 
pretty dubious methods, and to grab off a million or so 
dollars. That means that they exploit a lot of human 
labor. 

Such opportunity doesn’t exist in the Soviet Union. 
The fellow filled with ambition to live without labor by 
exploiting his fellows, finds definite and emphatic dis- 
couragement. But if you want to see men who have 
risen from the ranks to manage big industries, to rule a 
big country, there is no place like it. Nearly every fac- 
tory you go into has some former bench hand or laborer 
managing it. Every trade union office shows a mechanic 
who has come up from the ranks, and in the state offices 
again you meet workers who are ruling one sixth of the 
earth’s surface not for profits for the bosses but for the 
benefit of the working class. 

We went to Leningrad and in the Stalia Electric Works 
we saw a fellow running a planer. He had a button on 
his coat that showed he was a member of the Central 
Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R.—one of the “dicta- 
tors” of the Soviet Union—and there he was, running 
a machine. 

We went to the Leningrad Soviet, and talked to the 
Chairman, and we found that before the workers took 
things into their own hands he had pushed keys in the 
Tsar’s telegraph service. Eighteen hours a day he worked, 
and drew small pay for doing it. Now he administers 
a budget of about half a billion a year, and has laid 
sewer pipes, tram lines and bus lines, and asphalt streets 
for them to run on, and a new sanitary water system, all 
over Leningrad, where formerly the water came from 
wells in the back yard, next to the sewerless outhouse. 

And the Leningrad Soviet, of which he is chairman, is 
composed of 2,500 workers elected directly out of the 
shops and factories of the Leningrad district, by the 
workers there. 

We went to Sovtorgflot, the Soviet Trading Fleet, and 
found its manager. In 1917 he was sailing out of San 
Francisco in American ships. The revolution broke out 
and he went back and now he is manager of a 600,000- 
ton fleet that is growing all the time. 





The Dictatorship of the Proletariat 


We went into the Central Administration Building of 
the Port of Leningrad and found the head of the port, 
with thirty-seven vears of experience juggling cargo on 
the docks in Leningrad. Now he manages the job. The 
Trade Union representatives of the Leningrad Port were 
also old timers on the job, and now they are not only 
officials of the union, but managers of the Social Insur- 
ance funds of the dockers as well,—a budget that runs 
over a million and a half rubles a year, for rest houses, 
accident and insurance funds and cultural activities. All 
the Trade Unions handle their own Social Insurance, al- 


+ 





In the Soviet Union the workers rule. This shock brigader at the 
Uralmash Metallurgical Plant is one of the “dictators” of work- 
ers Russia; he is a delegate to the Soviet in Sverdlovsk. 


though it is paid by the state, not by the workers 
directly. 

In Kazan we went to interview the Chairman of the 
Tartar Soviet Socialist Republic, and found he was a one- 
armed miner who left his other arm in a coal pit explo- 
sion when he was just a wage-slave under the Tsar. 
Mikhail Kalinin, President of the Soviet Union is also a 
toiler, a former peasant, and he left his duties as Presi- 
dent to come and talk to the 150 worker-delegates from 
foreign lands who came to the Soviet Union for a month 
during the celebration of the 16th Anniversay of the 
1917 Revolution as guests of the Soviet Trade Unions. 

In Sverdlovsk we met a voung fellow, director of the 
biggest machine building plant in the world. He ieft the 
bench to become an engineer and manager. 

In Magnitogorsk we found a miner directing the job 
ot digging away a mountain of 600,000,000 tons of iron 
ore and sending it down to the crusher and the blast fur- 
naces and open hearth furnaces. The foremen, man- 
agers, engineers and directors of Magnitogorsk were 
practically all workers, as was every other man on this 
big job. 
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A Soviet worker-inventor, M. I. 
Yarmanchuk, whose electric train FG 
runs on motorized ball-bearings 
which fit into a concrete grooved 
track. The streamlined cars are 
120 feet long and accomodate 110 
passengers each. Inventions are 
not exploited for the enrichment 
of capitalists in the USSR. 


The route taken by our delegates is shown on the map. They 
visited the gigantic metallurgical plant at Magnitogorsk. Below, 
a brigade of diggers who broke all records at Magnitogorsk. 
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In Cheliabinsk we met a young technical director of a 
tractor plant that will produce 50,000 tractors a year in 
the near future. He was an ordinary worker, till he 
was sent through technical school and became an en- 
gineer. He, like thousands more, owes his education to 
the Soviet masses who paid his expenses while he went 
to school. 

Voroshilov, Commissar of War of the Soviet Union, 
was a metal worker, building locomotives at Lugansk till 
the Tsar grabbed him for service in the World War. 
Then he turned soldier—a good soldier for the revolu- 
tion, and now he is commander of the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Red Army, defender of Socialist construction 
in the workers’ republic. 

These are just a few of the thousands of workers who 
rose to responsible positions in the Soviet Union without 
ever exploiting a single fellow being. That is why we 
call it the land of opportunity for the working class. Not 
only can the worker rise, but every effort is made to see 
that he does rise to the complete fulfillment of all his 
potential powers. 





Collective farmers on the Kazan kolhoz, visited by our delegates, 
selecting seed for the next sowing. 


If he is a good worker, the illiterate peasant can go to 
the factory and start on the road to. being an engineer. 
He has no fear of being without a job while he learns 
to operate machines, while he goes on to the technicum to 
improve his technical knowledge. And if he is diligent 
and socially minded and intelligent he can go on from 
that to the university, and become one of the people’s 
engineers—as proud a title as man has yet invented. 
While he studies at the higher schools, they pay him for 
studying. When he is graduated, and becomes an ex- 
perienced worker, he helps the next generation of raw 
workers to acquire the technical efficiency he acquired. 

In every school every worker’s child gets an education 
which combines practical work with theoretical study. 
Not only book learning but a knowledge of the machines 
and factories and farms, that make up the collective 
economy of the workers’ republic. The field is open for 
him to do all that he can do, to develop himself and the 
land he lives in, to the highest pitch of well being. There 
are no obstacles placed in his road to knowledge and the 
full realization of his capacities. 

The existence of such a land in the world offers work- 
ers from capitalist countries a wonderful opportunity to 
visit there and see the workers running industry and gov- 
ernment for the good of the toiling population instead 
of for the profits of the few. No better way exists of 
building up knowledge of the Soviet Union, and friend- 
ship for the Soviet people than that of sending worker- 
delegates there to investigate for themselves, to find out 
how well it is working, how socialism is being built. The 
American delegation this November was pitifully small. 
I hope that next May, and from then on, greater efforts 
are made to send large delegations to the U.S.S.R. — 
the land of opportunity for the working class. 
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“I WANT TO GO BACK” | 


By TOM AUSTIN 


Tool and Die Maker, Designer of special machinery; delegated 
by Twin City Tool and Die Makers Club, Minneapolis 


SHALL try to tell you what most impressed me on my tour 
with the workers’ delegation to the Soviet Union, where they 
are laying the foundation for a Socialist country. 

The things I was most interested in seeing was the children 
and schools, how the collective farmers could be successful and 
how could the people of Russia, in such a short time, teach the 
workers to make enough tools and machinery so that they would 
not have to depend upon the outside world. 

It did not seem possible to me that I was expected to know 
how many cars, tractors, and so forth, the U. S. turned out in 
a year. Yet on visiting a school in Leningrad for Tartar chil- 
dren (who are taught in their mother tongue as well as Rus- 
sian) I asked the same questions of the children in the 8 to 13 
years group. A 12-year-old child told me exactly how many 
trucks and tractors were being produced daily. After several 
questions like this I was asked to say a few words. But thinking 
how we in America have been fighting these children and the 
only workers’ country in the world, it hurt me so I could not 
talk. Yet on leaving the school I tried again to make myself 
believe that Russia was showing us the cream only and I told 
our guide that I wanted to see a collective farm in a district 
where the public press said there was starvation. Thinking back 
I believe I really felt better when I found out that the press 
was not all wrong (even though they had very much exag- 
gerated) and that there had been an actual food shortage last 
year. 

I want to say here that I knew very little about the U.S.S.R. 
and what little I had heard was not very good. [But about the 
food shortage—due to the strong measures taken by the Soviet 
leaders, there will never be another food shortage. 1932 was 
the final year of the first Five Year Plan and the outcome would 
show if it was possible to run a country by workers or were 
capitalists a necessary evil.] 

And so I was taken to a collective farm to find out what was 
what for myself. This farm was about 40 miles from Kazan, 
which three years ago had a population of 45,000 and now had 
210,000, all working in the factories, with room for 20,000 more 
workers. On arriving at the kolhoz the first thing I noticed 
was the interest and the eagerness of the peasants to see us 
and to find out from where we came. I’ve often thought since 
whether the peasants knew how impressed we were with the 
farm; more impressed than with anything else we saw in our 
entire trip. But we will never forget them. Talk about a food 
shortage—here’s what we had to eat at one meal—soup, roast 
goose, honey, four or five different kinds of bread, tea and all 
the beer you could drink! (Wish I was there now!) 


All photos in this issue from SOVPHOTO. 





Sudygov, collective farmer, repairing farm machinery on the 
Vorovsky State Farm, Tartar Republic. 









Tom Austin of 
Minneapolis, one 
of our delegates, 
visited several So- 
viet schools. He is 
shown receiving a 
Pioneer’s kerchief 
from a pupil in a 
Leningrad _ school. 
He liked the Soviet 
schools and the 
children liked him. 


After that we went out to see where the food shortage was 
and ask some questions. There was a shortage of food in the 
spring of 1933. The reason for this was, the former land own- 
ers and kulaks made the peasants believe that if they planted 
any seed, in the fall the government would come along and 
take it all away from them; and that they might as well eat 
the seed the government advanced to them and at least have 
that much. Those that believed this, did so. The others that 
knew better and put in the crop lost it through the kulaks 
setting fire to it. In order to prevent this from ever happening 
again, the government and the Communist Party leaders, rounded 
up the kulaks and sent them to other parts of the country where 
they will not be able to interfere in the future; and last spring 
50,000 shock workers were sent out to help the kolhozniks by 
showing them how to plant; to raise vegetables and start or- 
chards going; something the Tartars never knew about under 
the Tsar. This farm consisting of about 4,625 acres and some 
1,350 persons, was very clean and well kept and was in general 
getting along extremely well. Up to four years ago only 20 per 
cent of the peasants could read and write, now only 55 people 
of the entire collective farm are illiterate, but before the year 
is over they too will know how to read and write. When I was 
satisfied that I couldn’t find any starvation around there, I asked 
to go to Cheliabinsk. 





What do meals cost in the Soviet communal restaurants? Here 

is a typical menu in a factory kitchen where our delegates ate. 

The menu reads in part: Borsht—23 kopeks; Soup—14 kopeks; 

Hungarian goulash—40 kopeks; Beef—40 kopeks ; Fish—35 kopeks. 

No wonder our delegates gained weight on their trip! A kopek 
is one half a cent. 
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I wanted to go there to see how it was possible to develop 
skilled workers to make dies and special machinery in a year 
or so, because in the States it takes at least seven years. After 
a comfortable trip on the train for a day and a half we got to 
Cheliabinsk. Five years ago there wasn’t a thing there but 
woods. Now it’s a new modern city and the Cheliabinsk tractor 
plant which is a mile and a quarter square, is I believe one of the 
largest in the world. It has the finest machinery obtainable, 
American, German and English. I was especially interested in 
the tool making and how they would take care of their future 
needs. I spent a whole day there checking over the tools, and 
I honestly state that you couldn’t find any better in the States 
for accuracy. While they train their men differently, yet their 
efficiency measures up to the best we have here. Well, I thought 
it was impossible for them to do it and yet there they were really 
doing it. There is much that one could write about the plant 
and I hope to do so in the future. In general I want to say 
that there was plenty of food, and living conditions on the whole 
were good—the best thing about it was that they were absolutely 
sure of their jobs, enough food, clothes and a place to live and 
they were confident that in another year or two things would 
be very much better. 


I want to say that all this talk about the backwardness of 
the Russians is very much exaggerated. I think that they are 
even ahead of us when it comes to knowing what they are doing, 
and where they are going. I was very glad that I went and 
found out for myself; that all I read about what they have 
accomplished, wasn’t just a lot of talk. I think that more and 
larger worker delegations should be sent from the U. S. A. and 
that they should include workers who don’t know much about 
what is going on there. They will be able to see and find out 
things for themselves. I absolutely believe that in five or ten 
years the U.S.S.R. will be as highly developed industrially as 
we are, with a standard of living for the masses of workers 
comparable to that which only the most highly skilled workers 
in this country today can afford. I certainly want to go back 
again in a few years, for they have an unlimited future. The 
U.S.S.R. is in fact the only country in the world that holds out 
a real future for the masses. 





From An American Teacher 


While there are still plenty of difficulties ahead, the impression 
one gets this year of the Soviet Union is that of a people who 
have surmounted such incredible difficulties and come out into 
a position of such strength and swift progress that the nervous 
tension is greatly relaxed, and they look forward to triumph 
after triumph, and to a period in which the furious effort of 
the first period will be replaced by steady development, filled 
with the joy of living. Eric A. STARBUCK, 

Cambridge, Mass. 


Comrade Oryaza- 
naien, chairman of 
a Tartar kolhoz 
(collective farm), 
listening to reports 
of the record har- 
vest over the radio. 
All nationalities 
live and work to- 
gether on a basis 
of equality in the 
Soviet Union, with- 
out friction and 
racial preudice. 
The American 
Negroes and other 
ractal minorities 
here have special 
reason to support 
and defend the 
USSR, where na- 
tional minorities 

are emancipated. 
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A “Subbotnik” in Sverdlovsk; workers volunteer to spend their 
free day speeding up the paving of the city streets. 


Tom Austin, Jack 
Geraghty and Hays 
Jones, American 
workers delegated 
to investigate con- 
ditions in the So- 
viet Union, on 
board a Soviet 
steamer. Geraghty’s 
report will be 
printed in the next 
issue of S. R. T. 
They are working 
to build the F. S. 
U., to make our 
convention success- 
ful. What are you 
doing to prove that 
you are a friend of 
the Soviet Union? 

















Our November, 1933 workers delegation consisted 
of but three workers; it was inexcusably small. In 
addition the election of the delegates did not involve 
sufficiently large masses of workers. This delegation 
will work to build the F.S.U. and our Convention 
on January 26th. We must use the meetings arranged 
for these delegates to popularize the Convention and 
to lay the foundation for a large delegation next 
spring. Sending worker delegations is one of our 
most important tasks. Start preparing now for a 
delegation of at least 25 American workers in 
May, 1934. 
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RECOGNITION—AND AFTER 






By CORLISS LAMONT 


HE Soviet Union has had many victories in the 

past and it will have many more in the future, but 
the establishment of normal diplomatic relations between 
it and the American Government constitutes one of the 
most significant milestones in the progress of the 
U.S.S.R. It means recognition, not only of the Gov- 
ernment of the Soviet Union, but recognition of the tre- 
mendous achievements of the whole people of the Soviet 
Union during the last 16 years. For we all know very 
well that the growing strength and influence of the Soviet 
system both at home and abroad has been an outstanding 
factor in making the United States Government feel 
that it could no longer afford not to recognize the Soviet 
Union. 

The friends of the Soviet Union the world over are 
quite rightly very happy and very proud over this victory. 
And the enemies of the Soviet Union all over the world 
are quite rightly very sad and very angry. They have 
been beaten and they know it. These enemies know that 
this is a great triumph for Soviet Russia and the worst 
defeat they have had in the last ten years. To these 
people Maxim Litvinov’s triumphant march to Washing- 
ton and back was a bitter funeral procession. 

But do not let us be deceived or become over-confident. 
Representative Fish, representing the financial and in- 
dustrial oligarchy of this country, Mr. Woll, representing 
the reactionary leadership of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the Reverend Mr. Walsh, representing the 
Catholic Church, are not going to stop their campaign 
against Soviet Russia. They have received a big setback, 
but at the same time they see in recognition a chance to 
embroil these two countries, America and Russia. For 
instance, the American Alliance, one of their pet organiza- 
tions, is at this moment starting a new and bitter anti- 
Soviet crusade. In a recent circular letter they say: 
“Recent events have redoubled our task, and our efforts 
will continue with renewed vigor in order to acquaint the 
American people with the facts concerning this vital 
matter. It is our purpose to see that the agreements 
entered into between the United States and Soviet Rus- 
sia are strictly adhered to, and that they do not meet 
with the same disastrous results experienced between 
other nations having similar agreements.” 

In other words, the American Alliance and all the 
other enemies of the Soviet Union in this country are 
going to take every opportunity to sabotage and break 
up the relations that have been established by trying to 
prove that the Soviet Government is breaking its agree- 
ments. We all know very well what this will mean. 
Think of all the forged documents that are going mys- 
teriously to appear during the next few months and years. 
Think of all the things these reactionaries are going to 
try to pin on the Soviet Union. If, for example, the 
Mississippi River overflows again next spring and floods 
the surrounding country, we can be sure that Moscow 
will be. accused of causing it. Or if there is a drought 
anywhere in the entire U. S. A., Moscow will be blamed. 
And it was noticeable that the baloney dollar became 
even more inflated during Litvinov’s recent visit. So 
perhaps that will be pinned on the Russians too. 

The American Alliance encloses a radio address by 


Hamilton Fish, the first of a series in which Matthew 
Woll and Father Walsh are also participating. Mr. Fish 
urges that the Senate refuse to confirm the appointment 
of William C. Bullitt as American Ambassador to Russia. 
Thus he would sabotage at the very start the relations be- 
tween this country and the Soviet. And if anybody knows 
of anything more mean and despicable than what Mr. Fish 
here proposes, I would like to hear about it. The letter 
of the American Alliance reads: “It is our desire to place 
thousands of these speeches in the hands of patriotic 
citizens in all sections of the United States.” Consider- 
ing this statement, it is clearly the duty uf the Friends of 
the Soviet Union to place tens and hundreds of thou- 
sands of speeches and pamphlets and copies of SOVIET 
RUSSIA TODAY in the hands of Americans in order 
to tell them the real truth about Russia and to counteract 
the slanders of these enemies. 

Incidentally, to hear Hamilton Fish speak is quite an 
experience. Whenever Fish gets into a hole and finds 
the argument going against him, he appeals to his ances- 
tors. He had a grandfather, it appears, or a great-grand- 
father, in practically every battle since and including the 
American Revolution. I wouldn’t be surprised to learn 
that one of his great-uncles was with the Greeks at the 
Battle of Thermopolyae in 480 B. C. Since Mr. Fish 
refers so often to the American Revolution, it is appro- 
priate to ask what he would have been doing had he been 
living at that time. It it easy to guess what he would 
have been doing. Since he is a reactionary to his last 
finger-tip, he would have been organizing committees of 
Tories to betray the American Revolution. And that is 
what his present colleagues would have been doing too. 
They are the twentieth century Tories of America, and 
I think it is important for friends of the Soviet Union to 
point out exactly what are the true economic and social 
allegiances of all these people who are carrying on propa- 
ganda against Russia. 

So the Friends of the Soviet Union still have a very 
serious task to perform. We have helped to win an im- 
portant victory for the cause we support. We no longer 
have to work for recognition. And that is a great relief. 
But if does not mean at all that our work stops. Indeed, 
in a sense it means that for the first time in these last 16 
years we are free to devote all our energies to educating 
the American people about what is going on in the Soviet 
Union and in counteracting the vicious untruths that so 
many others are sure to keep on spreading. 


(Continued on page 18) 


Ivy Low Litvinov 
and Mischa, wife 
and son of Maxim 
Litvinov, Soviet 
Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs. 
She is an English- 
woman. Mischa is 
studying to be a 
Soviet engineer. 
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“Can We Fear That We Shall Not Triumph?” 


Lenin As Comrade and Leader 


By H. D. WENDELL 


HOEVER writes about Lenin as a man first observes his 

innate modesty. It was not the shrinking modesty of 
one who is lacking in the fire of conviction. It was the modesty 
of one who thought and acted in terms of masses of people. 
Stalin recalls the first time he met Lenin. It was at a conference 
of Bolsheviks in 1905 in Tammerfors, Finland. 

“I was looking forward to seeing the mountain eagle of our 
party, the great man, great, not only politically, but physically, 
because in my imagination I pictured Lenin as a giant, well built 
and imposing. 

“Imagine my disappointment,” Stalin goes on, “when I saw 
an ordinary man, below average height, in no way to be dis- 
tinguished from ordinary mortals. 

“It is the accepted thing for a ‘great man’ to come late to 
meetings so that the other people gathered at the meetings should 
wait on the tenterhooks of expectation for his appearance... . 
I learned that Lenin had arrived at the meeting early and having 
esconsed himself in a corner, was conversing with the ordinary 
delegates to the conference. 


“Simplicity and Sincerity” 


“The principal feature of Lenin’s nature was his simplicity 
and sincerity, the complete naturalness of his dealings with all 
comrades,” Clara Zetkin said. All of Lenin’s old comrades in 
speaking of him dwell upon this theme—but not for a moment 
forgetting the keen edge of his mind and the rock-like stub- 
bornness of his revolutionary will.” 

“Take a good look at him,”: Rosa Luxembourg said as she 
nudged Clara Zetkin during a stormy session of the Second 
International at Stuttgart in 1907. “That is Lenin. Look at 
the self-willed stubborn head. A real peasant’s head with a few 
faintly Asiatic lines. That man will try to overturn mountains. 
Perhaps he will be crushed by them. But he will never yield.” 


“Dear Grandfather Lenin’ 


He overturned mountains; he never yielded—and shortly be- 
fore his death we hear him saying to a dear friend, Clara Zetkin, 
“The time allowed me for: visiting by my medical tyrants is up. 
You see how disciplined I am. But I must tell you something 
which will please you greatly, I know. I got a letter a short 
time ago from a remote little village. There are a few hundred 
children in a home there and they write to me, ‘Dear little Grand- 
father Lenin: We want to tell you that we have become very 
good. We study diligently. We already read and write well. 
We wash ourselves carefully every morning and wash ourselves 
every time we eat. We want to make our teacher happy. He 
does not love us when we are dirty,—and so on. Do you see, 
dear Clara, we are making progress in every sphere, serious 
progress. ... The little children in the villages are already help- 
ing us to build up Soviet Russia. And then can we fear that 
we shall not triumph?” 


Lenin’s Logic and Faith in the Masses 


When he was an exile in Siberia in 1897, Lenin wrote to 
Axelrod, “There is nothing I should like so much, there is 
nothing I have hoped for so much as an opportunity to write for 
the workers.” 

And write for the workers he did through the rest of his 
life. These writings are models of simplicity, directness and 
logic, as were his unoratorical speeches. 

Profound confidence in the creative strength of the prole- 
tariat was a characteristic of Lenin. “It is a pity that people 
who want to be revolutionists forget that the most normal kind 
of order in history is revolutionary order,” Lenin remarked to 
a comrade who had expressed a pious wish for “normality” 
immediately after the October revolution. 

Lenin was a great theoretician. But he was never boastful of 
his contributions. Two forerunners had a tremendous influence 
upon all his works and he always acknowledged his indebtedness 
to them. These were Marx and Engels. 

Lenin’s mind never tired of concerning itself with all possible 


STA IN KYRNKL 





The Presidium of a Kolhoz Congress held recently in Kazan, in 

which shock brigaders on the collective farms, participated. The 

teadership of Lenin and Stalin have resulted-in the success of 
collectivization. 


phases of life, art, the sciences and social relations. Even in 
hectic revolutionary days he was an earnest scholar. He, better 
than anyone else was able to bring fresh and encyclopaedic 
vision to the problems that the revolution brought. For he 
keenly realized that once the revolution itself was won, the strug- 
gle had only just begun. Who does not recall the cynicism 
with which H. G. Wells in an early visit regarded Lenin’s 
dictum that electrification was the keystone of post-revolutionary 
success? And who now is not aware that this vision was the 
signpost of the right way? 


Stalin’s Estimate 


“Brilliant foresight, the ability rapidly to catch and appreciate 
the inner sense of impending events—this is the feature of Lenin 
that enabled him to outline the correct strategy and a clear line 
of conduct at the turning points of the revolutionary movement,” 
such is the estimate of Lenin’s revolutionary genius made by 
the man to whom fell the task of carrying on his work—Stalin. 

When the 17th Congress of the Communist Party which Lenin 
founded, meets in January, 1934, it will review the ten years 
since Lenin died as years during which the Soviet masses have 
made steady progress toward the goal which Lenin envisioned. 
During these eventful years Stalin’s leadership of the party of 
Lenin has won through difficulties and obstacles to victory—a 
victory of which Lenin would have been proud. 
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LENIN 


IS DEAD-! 






By LYDIA KIRGIZOVA 


Moscow in January 1924 was crowded with delegates to the 
Congress of Soviets. Meetings took place in the Grand Theatre; 
it was almost impossible for anyone save members of the Party 
and of the trade unions to get in. After much trouble I re- 
ceived a ticket to one of the final meetings, on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 22, 

The mood of the delegates was subdued, depressed. Lenin was 
ill. He was no longer at the head of affairs, and daily 
communiques of his health in the newspapers were discouraging. 
But in the last two days there had been a flash of hope—Lenin 
was feeling better. 

How strange! Here am I, not a Communist, but when I 
write of Lenin I am impelled to write tenderly, to cherish his 
memory. I feel a peculiar tenderness when I say “Lenin”— 
“Tlyitch.” 

I felt hurt when in a foreign newspaper, I came across ar- 
ticles reviling Lenin; they failed to understand him. He was a 
teacher and a leader who loved children, and would forget him- 
self and everything while playing with them. Everybody knew 
his modesty, his disinterestedness: he wanted nothing for him- 
self. He did what he did for the good and the happiness of 
all men. 


Here I am at the meeting. I find a seat in a box, and as 
always, feel myself set apart, lonely, and different; I feel abused, 
because I can take no part. I am an intellectual, not a worker, 
not a builder—only a bourgeois. 


The stage is crowded with delegates, members of the govern- 
ment. Many women. Many nationalities; there are even our 
own .Kirghizes, Tartars, and Chuvashes. Peasants of all ages, 
peasant women, some of them in boots. In my box are “city- 
people.” The theatre is jammed, but strangely silent. There is 





Students of Leninism at the Moscow University. A Lenin corner 
in a Red Army club. Soviet workers, farmers, Red Army men, 
students, find in the writings of Lenin a 
sure guide in their daily tasks, a search- 





light illuminating the road to Socialism. 





a strange uneasiness in the air, an alarmed silence. . . . Why 
don’t they begin? The meetings of the Congress are always so 
punctual. Chairman Kalinin is nowhere to be seen. People look 
at one another: Why the delay? The crowd is not noisy, but 
waits in strained silence. People turn, look back, and to the 
sides; the crowd is unified by a common tension, and I feel no 
longer alone. 

Suddenly there are voices which as suddenly cease. Kalinin 
appears on the platform. He seems crushed, and his eyes are 
red. He rings a bell. 


“Comrades, comrades . . .” He stops, swallows, begins again 
with faltering voice: “Comrades, dear ones, Vladimir Ilyitch, 
comrades. . . .” He is weeping, and removes his misty glasses. 
“Comrades, Vladimir Ilyitch is dead!” 

There was a sigh, then stunned silence. Grownup men sobbed 
helplessly. One heard the hysterical cries of women. Then 
quickly all was silent. Then crowd stood motionless, with 
bowed heads. 

Kalinin wiped his glasses and put them on. “Comrades, we 
will adjourn today. A committee must be chosen to arrange 
for the funeral; the following days will be occupied with that 
only.” 

The meeting was closed, but the crowd still stood there. Then 
we went out slowly. It seemed as though all had lost their 
dearest friend. 

During the days that followed, Moscow did not live, but only 
talked of Lenin. There were no classes in schools or uni- 
versities. There: was no work in factory or offices. Everyone 
felt stunned, he'pless. 

Lenin’s funeral was to take place on Sunday. His body lay 
in the House of Trade Unions. Crowds stood in line a mile 
long, for a last look at their leader. 

I stood in line. It was bitter cold. More than an hour 
passed before we reached the doors and entered the hall. A 
coffin next to the wall. Banners, wreaths and flowers by the 
coffin. Lenin is all in black. He lies, solemn and calm and looks 
as he had looked when he spoke at meetings. 

Watchers stood by the body. Ten minute watches were appor- 
tioned among the workers, delegates and officials. Streams of 
people poured into the hall and passed quickly before the coffin. 





FOSTER URGES SUPPORT FOR 
F.S.U. NATIONAL CONVENTION 


COMING AT A TIME WHEN THE SOVIET 
UNION IS THREATENED WITH ATTACK LED 
BY JAPANESE IMPERIALISTS AND GERMAN 
NAZIS, THE FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION 
OF FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION ASSUMES 
GREAT IMPORTANCE. I GIVE THIS CONVEN- 
TION MY ENDORSEMENT AND URGE ALL 
AMERICAN WORKERS, FARMERS AND OTH- 
ERS SYMPATHETIC TO THE BUILDING OF 
A CLASSLESS SOCIALIST SOCIETY IN THE 
USR TO HELP MAKE THE FSU CONVENTION 
A MASS CONGRESS FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE 
FIRST WORKERS REPUBLIC. WHILE THE 
CAPITALIST WORLD SINKING DEEPER INTO 
THE MORASS OF BANKRUPTCY UNEMPLOY- 
MENT MASS MISERY, PREPARES FOR WAR, 
IN THE SOVIET UNION PEACEFUL SOCIALIST 
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES IN THE STEADY 
MARCH FORWARD TOWARD SOCIALISM. ALL 
FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION MUST RE- 
DOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS TO BUILD A MASS 
ORGANIZATION WHICH WILL DEFEND THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE SOVIET MASSES, 
SUPPORT THE SOVIET PEACE POLICY AND 
SPREAD THE TRUTH ABOUT THE USSR THRU- 
OUT THE UNITED STATES. THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL SITUATION MAKES IT IMPERATIVE 
THAT WE BUILD A UNITED FRONT FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET UNION. 


WILLIAM Z. FOSTER. 
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Many took their place in the line again in order to have another 
look at Lenin. 

The whole of Moscow moved to the Kremlin Wall where 
Lenin was to be buried, alongside of Sverdlov, John Reed and 
other heroes of the Revolution. The weather was so severe that 
the children were not allowed to attend. It was. difficult to 
breathe. Beards and mustaches turned to icicles. We walked 
solemnly, a great crowd of people in the cold, unified and warmed 
by what had been, by the universal sorrow, and by a presenti- 
ment of things to come. 

Lenin’s body was borne by workers to the Red Square. The 
procession was greeted by a salute of cannon. Massed bands 
played a funeral march. The music stopped. A few words were 
spoken. Now the music began again, and this time the march 
which Lenin had so loved, was taken up by the whole multi- 
tude. And again the cannon spoke. 

The crowd began to file past the grave. At four o’clock all 
traffic stopped; trains, automobiles, pedestrians; and the loud- 
speakers throughout Moscow announced “Lenin is dead, but his 
work lives on.” 





APRIL 22, 1870 
By I. D. W. TALMADGE 


It was a balmy spring day, that April 22nd. Grandfather Yegor 
was working on the onion bed in Count Norizin’s garden. He 
was bending over in silence, busy with old nimble fingers among 
the young onions. In the distance the sunshine filtered through 
red flowers which pierced scarlet into the afternoon. 

The old man was weary weeding onions. Large beads of per- 
spiration appeared on the wrinkles of his parched forehead. 

“The devil take Alexander II and his ‘emancipation,’” he 
mumbled to himself, wiping his brow. 

“Good health, little grandfather,” a young worker called to 
him from the road. 

“Good day, my lad. Whither are you headed?” 

“To Kerensky’s estate to apply for a job there. Things are 
pretty hard in Simbirsk these days. Impossible to get work at 
any of the shops. Conditions are getting worse every day.” 

“Yes, old mother Russia is unkind to her poor. She certainly 
is hard on us dark peasants. The ‘freedom’ that the little father 
in St. Petersburg gave us nine years ago is just another damned 
fraud. Now we work twice as hard for the Kerenskys and the 





The photo in the upper right corner is a 
rear view of the house where Lenin was 
born, on April 22, 1870, and where he lived 
until he was 16, in Ulianovsk, formerly 
Simbirsk. This house 

museum. 


The lower photo shows Kazan University, 
where Lenin studied. The Volga River ts 


in the background. 
Left—The_ socialist rest home “Kalinin” 
near Moscow; women textile workers are 
on the bench below a statue of their leader, 
Lenin. Right—A monument to Lenin in 
Stalinabad, Tadjikistan. Leninism has meant 
emancipation for the national minorities of 
Central Asia, who, under the Tsar, suffered 
persecution comparable to the persecution of 
Negroes in the United States today, or of 
Jews in Nazi Germany. There is no anti- 
Semitism or white chauvinism in the Soviet 

Union. 


Lenin is a symbol of freedom for national 

minorities, and of liberation from the fetters 

of capitalist exploitation for all workers and 

farmers in the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. 





Norizins, and earn less than ever. Looks like we'll always be 
the rich man’s serfs.” 

“No, grandfather. Things will change. It may take 40 or 
50 years more but times will change.” 

“Well, my lad, I am getting too old to have any faith. Tell 
me, any news in Simbirsk?” 

“No, nothing important. Life’s pretty dull there. Oh, yes! 
Ulianova, the school inspector’s wife, gave birth today to another 
son. Vladimir, I think, is what they intend to call him. No, 
nothing important ever happens in Simbirsk. Well, so long 
grandfather.” 

“So long, my lad.” 


is now a Lenin 
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MAKE THE FSU NATIONAL QO 






FOR THE DEFENSE 


By HERBERT GOLDFRANK 
Acting National Secretary, F.S.U. 


Recognition of the Soviet Government by the United 
States Government makes the first National Convention 
of the F.S.U., and in general the work of the F.S.U., 
more important than ever. While the workers and farm- 
ers in the Soviet Union are proceeding with their task of 
peaceful socialist construction, we find the imperialist 
nations more and more aggressively preparing for the 
coming war. 

The question before the American masses, now, is— 
will the Soviet Union be permitted to continue its so- 
cialist construction unmolested? Today, the growing and 
widespread interest in, and sympathy for, the Soviet 
Union is clearly evident. This sympathy and interest must 
be immediately organized behind our National Convention 
and into the ranks of the F.S.U. Recognition, surely, 
does not mean lessened hostility on the part of imperial- 
ists and White Guards. Recognition does not mean less 
anti-Soviet propaganda. The task of the F.S.U., to an- 
swer the many and incessant slanders against the Soviet 
Union, has already become even greater than before rec- 
ognition. Recognition of the Soviet Government by the 
United States Government, will not prevent imperialist 
attacks upon the Soviet Union. Nazi Germany and mili- 
taristic Japan are rapidly developing their forces for 
attacks upon the Soviet Union. Each day’s news reports 
emphasize the imminence of actual invasion of Soviet 
borders. 

In spite of the fact that the United States Government 
has, in appointing Mr. Bullitt as the first Ambassador to 
the Soviet Union, selected one who, personally, may be 
sympathetic to the U.S.S.R., we must not forget that he is 
merely the agent of an imperialist nation. The question 
of immediately organizing the masses of American 
workers and farmers for the defense of the Soviet Union, 
cannot be answered too quickly. Jf you are really a friend 
of the U.S.S.R., your answer must be the immediate in- 
tensification on your part of our first National Conven- 
tion mobilization drive. 


Only a short time remains before the Convention opens, 
and all our energies must be concentrated on proving 
the sincerity of our friendship. Every reader who be- 
longs to an organization should see first of all that his 
or her organization is represented at the convention. Next, 
you should approach other workers, farmers, intellectuals, 
or professionals, regarding the possibility of having their 
organizations elect delegates. If the organization finds 
it impossible to actually send a delegate to New York 
City, then at least greetings and resolutions of support 
should be passed and sent in to the F.S.U. National 
Office without delay. We must approach’ every organi- 
zation and obtain permission to speak at their meetings 
and in this way, directly, present to their organizations 
the question of electing delegates and passing resolutions 
of support. No stone should be left unturned in our 
efforts to actually see that we approach every organiza- 
tion in person. We must see that our call is read at the 
organization’s meeting, and that the question of electing 


delegates and passing resolutions of support is actually 
taken up on the floor of such meetings. 

The Convention is an all-important event in the life 
of the F.S.U. The time is short, and, therefore, it is 
pertinent to ask “Have you done your part for the first 
National Convention of the F.S.U.?” By this we mean, 
have you endeavored to cover your area, by approaching 
and speaking to: 

Trade Unions Foreign Language Organiza- 

Factory groups tions 

Political party locals Anti-War or peace groups 

Fraternal Organizations Negro groups 

Clubs or Associations of workers, intellectuals, pro- 

fessionals, ete. 

Y.M.C.A.’s, Y.W.C.A.’s, Y.M.H.A.’s 

Have you secured your quota of new members, for 
the Convention campaign drive? 

Have you increased the sales of SOVIET RUSSIA 
TODAY? 

Are you endeavoring to increase literature sales? 

Is your convention collection list receiving due atten- 
tion? 


The Friends of the Soviet Union must win the support 
of American workers and farmers for our program which 
supports the efforts of 165 million people in the land of 
rising Socialism. The Soviet workers and farmers are 
driving forward to the successful completion of the sec- 
ond Five-Year-Plan. Each day the danger of a war of 
intervention in the East, as well as in the West, grows 
greater. The capitalist press carries frequent slanderous 
stories directed against the first workers’ republic. As 
a result of recognition the demand from the American 
people for more accurate information about the Soviet 
Union, has increased tremendously. These facts place 
upon us gigantic tasks. We must build the F.S.U. 
into a mass organization of hundreds of thousands 
of members. We must have a successful mass con- 
vention. We must buckle down to work at once. We 
must fulfill our tasks. Each one of us must be able 
to say on January 26th—“J have done my part toward 
making the first F.S.U. National Convention a real 
success.” 





AGENDA OF CONVENTION 


The Saturday and Sunday sessions of the conven- 
tion will be held in the New Star Casino, 107th Street 
and Park Avenue. During these sessions there will be 
reports on the following topics: 

The Progress of Socialist Construction in the Soviet 
Union; 

The War Danger and the Soviet Peace Policy; 

The Work of the F.S.U.—New Tasks and Plans for 
Building a Mass Organization; 

F.S.U. Worker-Delegations to the U.S.S.R.; 

Trade Unions and the F.S.U.; 

Building the Circulation of SOVIET RUSSIA TO- 
DAY. 

This is only a partial list, and after each report there 
will be thorough discussion and adoption of concrete 
proposals and organizational plans. A constitution 
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ENTION A MASS CONGRESS 
THE SOVIET UNION 


will be adopted by the convention. A National Com- 
mittee of the F.S.U. will be elected. 

Come to the convention prepared to submit recom- 
mendations and proposals for building the F.S.U. into 


a mass united front for the defense of the Soviet 
Union. 





Information for Delegates 


1. Every organization must see to it that the duplicate cre- 
dential is sent in to the F.S.U. office as soon as the delegates 
are elected. 


2. Delegates arriving in New York before the morning of 
January 26th are to come up to the F.S.U. office, Room 236, 
80 East 11th Street and register. 


3. Delegates arriving in New York on the morning of the 


26th must go direct to the New Star Casino at 107th Street and 
Park Avenue and register there. 


4. The delegates will be assigned places to stay when they 
register. 





The difficulties of getting certain right-wing organiza- 
tions to send delegates are perhaps great. But so are the 
difficulties of building Socialism in the U.S.S.R. The 
Soviet workers do not surrender to difficulties and ob- 
stacles—they overeome them. The National Committee 
of the F.S.U. calls upon every reader of SOVIET 
RUSSIA TODAY to make himself responsible for visit- 
ing at least one organization and urging them to elect 
a delegate. You may find it easier than you expected, if 
you make a real effort. 

Remember also that individuals who do not belong to 
any organization are welcome to come to the convention 
as fraternal delegates. 








AN OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY 


Dear Comrades: 


In connection with the holding of our National Con- 
vention in New York City on January 26th, 27th and 
28th and in pursuance of our policy to build the F.S.U. 
into a broad mass organization of all workers and other 
elements of the population who are sympathetic to the 
Soviet Union, we sent out our call to all workers and 
farmers organizations, associations of intellectuals and 
professionals, including, of course, the Socialist Party, 
appealing to them to participate in the convention. 

On December 14th we received the following com- 
munication : 


Friends of the Soviet Union, 
80 East 11th Street, 

New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sirs: 

The Executive Committee of the Socialist Party of New 
York City has received your call for a national convention 
for the purpose of supporting the peace policy of the 
Soviet Union, the right of the masses “to build Socialism,” 
and to defend the Soviet Union against imperialist ag- 
gression. 


The Executive Committee informs your body that the 
Socialist Party has always opposed aggression of the 
capitalist powers against the Soviet Union and has always 
supported recognition of the Soviet Union and unrestricted 
trade relations with the Soviet Union, and we continue to 
support these policies. 

However, we feel that we can best promote these pur- 
poses without accepting your invitation or having any co- 
operative relations with Communist organizations. Long 
experience has taught us that attempts at such cooperation 
have proven futile. 

We also do not approve the spreading of “untruthful 
information” about the Soviet Union, but as the Socialist 
Party has for a long time been assailed with “untruthful 
information” by Communist organizations, you can under- 
stand why we decline to accept your invitation. 


Very truly yours, 
CITY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
SOCIALIST PARTY, N. Y. City. 


This communication was printed in the New Leader 
of December 16th, together with the following statement: 


“The City Executive Committee voted unanimously to 
instruct all members of the Socialist Party and its 
branches not to participate in this Convention.” 

We regret very much that this action was taken by 
Socialist Party leaders. The reasons given are not valid. 
The F.S.U. is not a Communist organization ; it is a non- 
party organization, a united front. Of course we have 
active members who are Communists and no one can 
deny that Communists are friends of the Soviet Union. 
But the Communists number less than 15 per cent of the 
F.S.U. membership. We also have many Socialists, syn- 
dicalists and liberals as active members. The overwhelm- 
ing majority of our membership have no _ political 
affiliations. We know that there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of workers, farmers and others who are divided 
in their political beliefs and affiliations but are in agree- 
ment with the aims of the F.S.U. which are: 


(a) to spread accurate information about socialist con- 
struction in the Soviet Union, 

(b) to answer the lies and slanders of its enemies, 

(c) to mobilize the American masses for its defense. 


We want all who are friends of the Soviet Union and 
in agreement with these aims in the F.S.U. For obvi- 
ously the bigger the organization, the more effectively it 
wili be able to carry out its tasks. 

Certainly there is no valid reason for refusing to par- 
ticipate in the convention. We know that the members of 
the Socialist Party are especially sympathetic to the build- 
ing of Socialism in the U.S.S.R. and therefore to the aims 
of the F.S.U. And we believe that they have the intelli- 
gence to judge whether or not the convention pursues 
the stated aims. 

We appeal to the N. Y. City Executive Committee of 
the Socialist Party to reverse its action and to all mem- 
bers of the Socialist Party to see to it that their branches 
send delegates to the Convention to make it the successful 
mass convention it deserves to be. 


Sincerely and fraternally yours, 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION 
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By COLONEL RAYMOND ROBBINS 


From his speech at a dinner to Foreign Commissar Litvinov, 
New York, Nov. 24, 1933. 


For sixteen long years we have waited for this hour. 
All the peoples of the world share in the gains for inter- 
national peace and economic recovery that are implicit 
in the establishment of normal and friendly diplomatic 
and trade relations between these United States and the 
Soviet Union. This representative gathering in the 
American metropolis to hail this achievement and to 
honor the Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics is a fitting conclusion to one 
of the most successful diplomatic missions in the history 
of the modern world. 

Familiar with the conditions and leadership under 
which the Soviets took power in the Russian land in 1917, 
I revisited Russia of the Soviets in the spring and sum- 
mer of this year. Having seen the first Soviet May Day 
demonstration on the Red Square, I witnessed the 
fifteenth demonstration on last May Day, 1933. I 
watched Lenin review the first and Stalin review the 
fifteenth from the marble walls of Lenin’s tomb. After 
free and unhurried travel through the heart of the in- 
dustrial and agricultural development of the Soviet Union, 
it is not too much to say that the achievement of the 
Soviet Government in sixteen years stands unrivalled in 
the history of the social and economic progress of any 
people in any age. 

In sixteen years the most illiterate mass among the 
great nations has largely learned to read and write. 


In sixteen years primitive strip, wooden plow, indi- 
vidual peasant farming has been transformed into an 
industrialized, mechanized agriculture with the largest 
units under one management in any land. I was on farms 
of more than three hundred thousand acres without a 
cross fence—broken, harrowed, planted and to be har- 
vested by the latest American and Soviet tractor machin- 
ery, and where the director supervises these vast acres 
in an airplane. 

In sixteen years the individualist hand industry and 
manufactures of old Russia have been transformed into 
machine mass production in factories as large, as well 
lighted, and equipped with as good machinery, as any in 
the world. They are educating a skilled and inventive 
labor, and developing a creative-minded leadership and 
technical force in mines, mills and farms and ether eco- 
nomic units by methods unique in the history of modern 
industry. All work is being put on the piece payment 
system—more product, more pay. Premiums are paid 
for workable suggestions for improvements in methods 
or machines—material gain and public glory wait upon 
the worker who excels in production. 

In sixteen years a land swept by revolutionary chaos 





AFTER SIXTEEN YEARS 


and civil war has developed a disciplined law and order 
and the first planned economy among the nations of the 
earth. All the rich natural resources of nearly a sixth of 
the earth’s surface and all the labor power—hand and 
brain—of one hundred and sixty million people is now 
organized on a national scale. And this planned economy 
is not handed down from above by a committee of super- 
men as some have supposed, but comes from individual 
factories, mines, farms and economic units, through com- 
munities, districts, states; and when it reaches Moscow, 
millions of minds have worked upon the details of this 
plan. And those who have submitted the plan have to 
share in carrying it out. With power goes responsibility 
throughout the Soviet Union. 

In sixteen years the revolutionary Bolshevik power has 
become the oldest executive without substantial change 
among the governments of the world, and I could find 
nowhere anyone who knew or said he believed in any 
organized resistance against the Soviet Government 
throughout the Russian land. 

Can the Soviet system endure? There is a poster on 
walls in the Soviet land showing a worker, a peasant and 
a soldier marching side by side into the Promised Land 
of the Socialist Society. Beneath their marching feet are 
enumerated what they have overcome. You read the names 
of Kolchak, Denikin, Yudenich, Wrangel, Semenov, 
Petlura. You read the words, “Civil War, Allied Inter- 
vention, Cordon Sanitaire, Volga Famine.” Through each 
name and each great menace to the Soviet Power for 
sixteen years a deep red line is drawn to show that it has 
been subdued, mastered, cancelled. The final word of 
this poster is “VICTORY.” 





ARE YOU COMING TO THE F.S.U. 
NATIONAL CONVENTION? 


The growing danger of war against the Soviet Union 
makes it imperative to build the Friends of the Soviet 
Union into a mass organization; the first National Con- 
vention of the F.S.U. in New York City on January 26, 
27 and 28 will be an important means of accomplishing 
this task more effectively. The convention will be a 
gathering of delegates from all sorts of organizations; it 
will be a united front Congress for the support of the 
Soviet peace policy and defense of the first workers’ 
republic. Like the F.S.U. it will have a non-party char- 
acter; all who are opposed to war, all who believe in the 
right of the Soviet workers and farmers to build a 
classless socialist society without interference from im- 
perialist countries, are urged to participate in this con- 
vention regardless of their political affiliations. 

If you wish further information or if you want to 
come to the F.S.U. Convention, please fill out this blank 
and send it to: 


FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION, 
80 East 11th St., New York, N. Y. 


aS. t Teeter a eee ee? ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 
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Branches Intensify Drive for Delegates to Convention 


New York—A well functioning District Convention Committee 
and local cemmittees in each of the 26 branches indicate that 
the organized energy of the F.S.U. in greater New York is 
driving forward to a successful Convention. A large mass rep- 
resentation is guaranteed from this district. 


Philadelphia—A district conference of all types of organiza- 
tions is being called in this district, preliminary to the National 
Convention in New York. The local F.S.U. is making every 
effort to secure local A. F. of L. representation to our Con- 
vention. 


Cleveland—The intensified activity in this district in recent 
months will be indicated organizationally by the large number 
of delegates from this area. 


Detroit—Hard sledding is still encountered in this district. 
However, a firm basis is being laid now for real growth, espe- 
cially in connection with the coming Convention. 


Chicago—An F.S.U. organizer has just spent some time in this 
district. Difficulties that existed heretofore have been rooted 
out, functioning committees have been set up and the number 
of organizations sending delegates to the Convention will prove 
that these committees are not just “paper committees.” 

Los Angeles—All loose ends have been pulled together in this 
district, and big organizational gains are now expected. A de- 
tailed program has been mapped out and a very high goal has 
been set. Congratulations on your determination to send a 
strong delegation to the Convention despite the long trip across 
the continent. 


San Francisco—An organizer is now working in this district. 
No end of difficulties will have to be overcome. We expect big 
things from San Francisco before very long. 


Jacksonville—Real lively activity is being carried on here. 
This Florida branch is the first one in the country to send in 
filled collection lists. 


Colorado, Utah and Idaho—Our organizer, who has been in 
this territory, has achieved wonderful success. The first con- 
vention delegates were elected in this area; five farmers from 
Ogden, Utah, head the list of convention delegates. Eight 
functioning branches have been established here. 


Baltimore and Washington—Reports indicate that shock bri- 
gade convention work is being done in Washington. Real So- 
cialist competition exists between these two cities on the basis of 
the number of new members, the number of subscriptions to 
S. R. T., and delegates elected to the Convention. 


Seattle—A monster celebration was held here when a Soviet 
crew of sailors came to this city to take over a boat which the 
U.S.S.R. purchased. An organizer will be here soon to help 
build a strong F.S.U. in Seattle. This important Pacific ‘coast 
seaport must be made an F.S.U. city. 


Boston—New members, with serious plans, means a good 
local in Boston. The new organizer is starting to lay the base 
for our New England keystone F.S.U. center. 


Ithaca—Renewed activity in this branch promises good rep- 
resentation for the Convention. 


San Antonio—This excellent branch, in the very heart of 
Texas, is carrying on real broad activity. It is not certain yet 
whether the distance from New York will keep this shock brigade 
city from being well represented at the Convention. 


New England—The Convention drive is progressing rapidly. 
Wide representation, especially from S. P. locals, ts expected. 


Milwaukee—Renewed enthusiasm is shown by this branch 
which has held a number of successful meetings recently and 
has laid plans for increased activity including a membership 
drive, a campaign for delegates to the Convention, and the or- 
ganization of a new branch in West Allis. 

Gary—After months of inactivity the branch in this steel town 


is being reorganized. Let’s have some Gary steel workers as 
delegates to the National Convention! 





Greetings to the Soviet workers and peasants building So- 
cialism from the Russian Branch of the Friends of the Soviet 
Union in Newark, New Jersey. 


Marya Prokofieva, 
woman skii cham- 
pion of the USSR. 
Skiing is one of 
the most popular 
winter sports of the 
Soviet workers, 
who have gone in 
for sports on an 
unpre c edented 
scale, Everyone 
has plenty of lets- 
ure time, under 
workers’ rule, for 
play. 








Alice Withrow Field, a member of the F.S.U. National 
Committee, urges support for National Convention. 


I am whole-heartedly with the F.S.U. in supporting the 
fight against war and I sincerely hope that it achieves the good 
results which are its due. Being in Moscow I feel all the more 
strongly that we must make every effort to oppose all inter- 
vention by imperialist powers no matter how that intervention 
manifests itself. The Soviet Union needs peace—and peace for 
a long period of time—if it is to contribute its full share to the 
creating of a new world society. We as well as the Russians 
will suffer if the constructive work of the Soviet Government 
is interrupted. 


The Soviet Union, despite enormous difficulties, is establishing 
a prosperous and productive life for its people; it is, in all real- 
ity, accomplishing necessary social changes about which we have 
only been able to talk. Those of us who are concerned with 
the bringing about of such changes in our own countries are 
compelled to take a stand against war with the Soviet Union 
and to do our utmost to combat misinformation concersing the 
Soviet Government and the life of the people here. 

I am indeed honoured that the National Committee of the 
F.S.U. has invited me to attend its National Convention. 





Two students at the Lepeshinsky School, Moscow. The girl at 
the left is Sonya Radek, daughter of Karl Radek, famous Soviet 
journalist and Marxist theoretician. 
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THE COMING CONFLICT 


By A. A. HELLER 


NEWS FROM THE WAR FRONTS 


Tokio, Dec. 6. “Civil war has broken out in Outer Mon- 
golia ... The Japanese have set up a new autonomous gov- 
ernment at Dolonnor in Chahar, Inner Mongolia, just west 
of the borders of Manchukuo. This news means the beginning 
of a Japanese attempt to annex all of Western Mongolia.” 

Shanghai, Dec. 7. “Nanking accepts Japan’s offer to 
aid in war on Chinese Soviets. Acceptance by the Nanking 
Government of a Japanese: offer to help finance Nanking’s 
sixth offensive against the Chinese Soviet Republic is re- 
ported here. Troop movements continue in Chekiang Prov- 
ince, where the hostile armies clashed several days ago.” 

Moscow, Dec. 7. “Reports from Shanghai state that 
the Japanese conquest of Chinese Turkestan (Sinkiang Prov- 
ince) is under way. This report follows reports of similar 
activities of the Japanese in Mongolia.” (Note: Chinese Tur- 
kestan, Mongolia and Manchuria are parts of China, border- 
ing on the Soviet Union.) 

Washington, D. C. “Swanson pushes big navy pro- 
gram. The United States is keeping the fleet on a war foot- 
ing, strengthening the army, constructing new airports and 
building bombing planes. The United States is organizing 
civil works under military direction, as an auxiliary to the 
armed forces. General Johnson speaks of outlawing strikes. 
Roosevelt gives the Labor Board dictatorial powers for this 
purpose.” 

London. Lord Lloyd expressed “grave anxiety over the in- 
adequacy of imperial defense.” The British Admiralty is rush- 
ing the building of battleships. From Sheffield it is reported 
that ammunition manufacturers are running night and day to 
fill orders. Stocks of companies making war materials are 
rising on the London Exchange. 

Paris. France recently completed a chain of underground 
fortresses along its eastern border. Chemical, munition and 
aviation industries busy in spite of depression in other lines. 
General Weygand has gone to Prague, “to discuss the subject 
of military collaboration between the French and the Czecho- 
slovak General Staffs.” 

Berlin. Nazi Germany withdrew from the League of 
Nations, refusing to be curbed in Hitler’s program of rearma- 
ment. Germany is producing arms, tanks, airplanes, poison 
gases and other death-dealing horrors, as fast as the German 
factories can turn them out, training an army, developing a 
war phychosis, teaching the “glories of war” in schools, 
churches, the press, radios, etc. Krupp von Bohlen, the head 
of the largest munition works in Europe, has been placed in 
charge of Germany’s industry. 

Hitler’s “demands” extend beyond the borders of Germany. 

“We are beginning where Germany stopped 600 years ago. 
We are ending the eternal movement of Germans to the 
South and West of Europe, and are turning our eyes to the 
lands of the East . . When we speak of new lands in 
Europe, we can think only of Russia, and regions of her 
rule.” (Hitler, My Battle.) Hitler’s Storm Troops Comman- 
der Roehm announced in Berlin on December 8 that the duty 
of the Storm Troops was “to save Germany and the world 
from Bolshevism.” 

Rome is not behind Washington, London, Paris and Berlin 
in war preparations. Mussolini, astute fascist diplomat, is 
maneuvering for supremacy in the European discord. The 
smaller countries line up with this big Power or that, and all 
prepare for war. “Belgium building a chain of forts on the 
German frontier,” “Esthonia constructing warships, Switzer- 
land is arming”; not to speak of Poland, Rumania, Austria, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, etc., where martial law is almost 
the order of the day and opposition to war is suppressed by 
jail and executions. 


Why the War Preparations? 


Why this mad race in building armaments? In this period 
of terrific world-wide economic crises, with countless mil- 
lions unemployed and starving, why do the capitalist nations 
spend billions on arms in preparation for war? The answer 
is that the capitalist world has been shaken to its foundations 
and can no longer maintain its equilbrium. A redivision of 


the world is the solution sought by the imperialist powers. 
The Japanese imperialists have pursued this course since 
1931. Hitler’s “militaristic ideals and aims and the desire for 
their fulfillment in the nearest possible future” wait for a 
propitious moment to break loose. How far are we from a 
world war? 

Today in Europe, Asia and both Americas there are doz- 
ens of powder barrels, ready to explode at any moment. But 
there is a new factor in the situation, which did not exist in 
1914. This new factor is the land of the workers and farmers 
—the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. By the very nature 
of its socialist system the Soviet Union is a country standing 
for peace among nations. Lenin said: “The Socialists have 
always condemned war between peoples as barbarous and 
bestial.” The Soviet Union has amply proven its determina- 
tion to maintain peace, even in face of open provocation and 
insult. The Soviet Union has no imperialist aims, does not 
need foreign territory. 

The growing economic, military and political strength of the 
Soviet Union compelled capitalist governments to conclude with 
it commercial treaties and non-aggression pacts; and only yes- 
terday forced the United States Government to abandon its six-- 
teen year old non-recognition policy. 

But while the Soviet Union is striving for peace in order to 
continue with the building of a socialist society, the crisis of 
capitalism is becoming more acute and dissensions among the im- 
perialist powers are growing sharper. Their attempt to re- 
divide the world, in order to save the capitalist system, will 
naturally be directed against the country they all hate and fear— 
the Soviet Union. Imperial Japan is almost ready for the attack. 
The imperialists of Germany, who let Hitler do the talking for 
them, may follow suit. 

The toiling masses of the world will decide the fate of the 
next war; by their organized strength they can determine that 
there should be no attack on the Soviet Union. It is the urgent 
and imperative duty of every true friend of the Soviet Union 
in the United States to acquaint the American workers with 
the pressing danger of the situation, to awaken their working 
class sympathies with the Soviet workers, to arouse them to 
action against war and in defense of the Soviet Union, 

The F.S.U. offers the opportunity to express this interest 
and friendship to the Soviet Union in a practical way, in 
immediate and concrete acts. Work for the success of the 
National Convention of the F.S.U. in New York City on 
January 26, 27, 28. Make it a great and memorable gather- 
ing of the friends of the Soviet Union, white and Negro, men 
and women, delegates from trade unions, from other workers 
and farmers’ organizations, from Socialist and Communist 
locals, from anti-war groups, war veterans, student bodies. 
A mass Congress of everyone who is opposed to war and for 
the support and defense of the Soviet Union! 





Y es i iA Nap oe : : i te J? ee Re 
Funeral services for the Geneva Disarmament Conference. All 
efforts to resuscitate the corpse proved unavailing. So the capt- 
talist “peacemakers” have started a furious race in building 

armaments for the expected war. Cartoon from PRAVDA. 
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The First Soviet Ambassador to the United States 


By SAMUEL SACHS 


Alexander Antonovich Troyanovsky, the first Ambassador 
from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United 
States, is a fitting representative of the workers and peasants 
of the U.S.S.R. He is brilliantly qualified to usher in the new 
era of friendly relations between the peoples of the two great 
republics. 

The new Am- 
bassador was born 
in the industrial 
town of Tula in 
central Russia on 
January 1, 1882. 
After graduating 
frem the second- 
ary school he at- 
tended a military 
academy. Later he 
entered the Uni- 
versity of Kiev, 
graduating from 
the chemical and 
juridical depart- 
ments. He saw ser- 
vice in the Russo- 
Japanese War in 
1905. 

His participation 
in the revolution- 
ary movement 
dates from 1902 
when, as a young 
graduate, he joined 
the forces fighting 
the Tsarist autoc- 
racy. In 1904 he 
became a member 
of the Social Dem- 
ocratic Party. He 
braved the wrath of the Tsar’s militarists by refusing to remain 
in military service and was arrested for this. Later he was 
again arrested on the charge of belonging to the Bolshevist 
group, and was exiled to Yeniseisk Gubernia, in remote north- 
eastern Siberia, in 1909. He escaped the following year, and 
from 1910 to 1917 he lived in Switzerland, France and Austria. 

After the February Revolution he returned from abroad, and 
in the following months was actively engaged in revolutionary 
work. He was mobilized for service on the southwestern front, 
and later served in the Red Army. 

Following the Revolution, Troyanovsky began his brilliant 
career in the service of the Soviet State on the economic and 
diplomatic fronts, culminating in the present appointment. From 
1921 to 1924 he was in charge of the Technical and Industrial 
Division of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection, the watch- 
dog of the Soviet masses against bureaucracy, inefficiency, and 
corruption. From 1924 to 1927 he was chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Gostorg, the State Trading Corporation, and was 
at the same time a member of the Collegium of the Commissa- 
riat for Foreign Trade. He served as Ambassador to Japan 
from January 1928 to February 1933. Upon his return from 
Japan he became Vice Chairman of the Gosplan, the State Plan- 
ning Commission. 


Troyanovsky is well qualified to direct the work of developing 
to the utmost the great possibilities of technical, economic and 
cultural cooperation between the two countries. 

He will be able to enlighten those who can be enlightened 
regarding the machinations of Japanese imperialism against the 
security of the Soviet Union and the threat to world peace that 
they constitute. He will be able to advance the view that the 
interests of the masses of all countries will be best served by 
cooperation with the U.S.S.R. in preventing this threat from 
becoming a reality. Above all, he will give fresh evidence of 
the Soviet Government’s undeviating adherence to the policy of 
peaceful political and economic relations with all countries, irre- 
spective of their social systems or forms of government. 

We welcome him to the United States and pledge him the 
unfailing support in his work of ever-increasing numbers of 
workers, farmers, and intellectuals in this country. 





A. A. Troyanovsky, first Soviet Ambas- 
sador to the United States. 





open letter to the tractor plant on the Volga. 
blazoned across the face of PRAVDA.) 


LOOK HERE STALINGRAD! 
By MYRA PAGE 


(from her forthcoming novel, “Moscow Yankee”) 
Look here Stalingrad 
Come through on those tractors: 
What’s the matter down there 


Forgetting the job you took on in the face of the whole 


world? 
Comrades! workers! 
A pretty mess you are making of things 
Give an account of yourselves 


(So wrote Red Putilov’s steel workers in Leningrad 


in an 
Fiery words 


Remember how you vied with Kharkov, Rostov, Cheliabinsk 


for the site of our first tractor plant 


How your drowsy one-horse town woke to life when you 


won? 

And now—What are you doing? 
Bringing disgrace on us all 

Making us the laughing stock 

of the Exchanges in New York and Europe 
“Stalingrad white elephant” they say 
“Russians build but can’t run their giants” 
They are wrong? Prove it! 
Can’t you feel in their scorn 

the swift training of machine guns 

along the borders to the east and west! 
On guard comrades— 
To work in a new way! 


Five years in Four 
So we have sworn 
Have you forgotten? 
This year we open 518 new factories 
Kharkov’s Tractor works Moscow’s AMO 
Clear the Ural’s Siberia’s wastes for Magnitogorsk 
Kuznetstroi 
And you, proletariat of Stalingrad? 
You hear our black earth crying out for steel horses! 
We of Red Putilov challenge you 
It is our right 
We've kept our steel pledge 
Sealing our land’s rock foundations 
We call you 
As we once called you 
To the barricades 
For our deathless October 
Brothers, to the fight for technique! 
On to the front of socialist construction 
To work in a new way! 


Consternation 
Shame in Stalingrad 
Along the Volga floats the black banner 
Shop meetings, heated discussions 
fresh brigades forming 
Finally these words back to Red Putilov: 
Dear Comrades—you are right 
We shall answer 
Not with words 
But with tractors 
Mac—Natasha-—Old Michael 
and the entire country 
Watch for daily reports in PRAVDA 
Yesterday forty tractors 
Today forty-six 
Tomorrow fifty 
sixty 
sixty-five 
Stalingrad is coming through! 
BREAD 
SOCIALISM 
Answering Putilov the whole world 
Not with words 
But 


Tractors Moscow, January, 1932. 
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Dear Friend: 


We beg you very much to send us some addresses of what- 
ever workers, youth organizations, with which we can corre- 
spond. We are the students of a Russian Pedagogical School. 
Our address is U.S.S.R., Republic of Bashkirya, Blagoveschensk 


Pedagogic School. 
Student GALANOFF. 





The Workers’ Short Wave Club is trying to get the best re- 
sults in reception to short wave broadcasts from the Soviet Union 
on the R.V.-59 station in Moscow which broadcasts over a 50 meter 
wavelength. This club appeals to all technicians and radio ama- 
teurs who are interested in this work to get in touch with the 
club at 446 Clermont Parkway, Bronx, New York City. The pro- 
grams for the month may be had on request, by enclosing a self- 
addressed and stamped envelope. 


Georgian girl studying “Das 
Kapital” by Karl Marx, now 
published in the Georgian 
language. The works of 
Mars and Lenin are printed in 
vast quantities and in dozens 
of languages in the USSR, 
and studied in all schools, as a 
prerequisite to an understand- 
ing of modern history, politi- 
cal economy, and a guiding 
philosophy of life. 


Statue of Lenin in Moscow; a delegation of foreign workers 
honoring the memory of “the mountain eagle” of the Bolshevik 
party, Lenin. 






















NEWS BRIEFS ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION 


Fifty-five per cent of the world’s resources of iron and 65 
per cent of manganese are to be found in the Soviet Union says 
I. Gubkin, well known Soviet geologist. Before the Revolution, 
Russia held seventh place in known iron deposits, but with the 
research conducted under the workers and farmers government 
they have now attained their present leading position. 





Workers of the Voronezh Soap Factory have submitted a 
counterplan to the government pledging the production of two 
tons daily instead of one daily, which was called for by the 
plan. This was their answer to the drive now in progress to 
improve production. 





New types of children’s: toys, including a constructor of the 
American type and a. miniature Ford car which can be taken 
apart, will soon be produced by the Leningrad Toy Factory. 





Another barber shop, centrally located, has just opened in 
Moscow. There are eleven persons in attendance, women bar- 
bers as well as men. There is no waiting and the service is 
good. A good feature of this shop is that the clothes attendant 
doesn’t act in a manner suggesting that you would be a “cheap 
skate” if you didn’t leave a tip. 





The Soviet wrestling team defeated an all-Sweden worker’s 
team at Stockholm recently before a capacity crowd. 





The entire plan for grain deliveries to the workers’ state was 
fulfilled 100 per cent by December 15, three months earlier than 
in former years. This is the result of the Soviet collectiviza- 
tion policy, successfully carried out by the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union under the leadership of Joseph Stalin. 

The amount of grain collected was 47.5 per cent greater than 
in 1931 and 13.7 per cent larger than in 1932. This assures all 
Soviet workers and farmers of plenty of bread besides replen- 
ishing the grain reserves put aside for emergencies and a wide 
margin for export. The socialized sector of agriculture—the 
collective and state farms, produced 90 per cent of the grain 
delivered. Collective farmers are rapidly becoming “prosperous” 
in sharp contrast to impoverished farmers of capitalist countries. 





The budget for the U.S.S.R. during 1934 will amount to 45 
billion rubles, compared to 35 billion for 1933, a 28.8 per cent 
increase. The budgetary income for the past year gave a sur- 
plus over the total expenditures. 

During the year just ended, the Soviet Government paid over 
$200 million on its foreign debts. 





The details of the plan for the second and subsequent years 
of the second Five Year Plan will be one of the most im- 
portant points on the agenda of the Congress of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union which will take place in 
January. It is expected that such tremendous progress has been 
made that it will be possible to revise earlier estimates for the 
second Five Year Plan upward, to increase the quotas and gyvals 
set in industry and agriculture and cultural developments under 
socialist planned economy. 





In December the second National Chinese Soviet Congress was 
held. Delegates elected by sixty million Chinese workers and 
peasants met to review their achievements and plan for the fur- 
ther building of a Chinese Soviet Republic. Meantime the armies 
of the Nanking Kuomintang government, supported by British, 
Japanese and American imperialists, continue the slaughter of 
Chinese workers and peasants in the sixth futile attempt to 
stamp out Communism in China. Foreign correspondents in 
China write that Soviet China is the only area free from cor- 
ruption and opium-smoking, and that the masses in the Soviet 
area are better off than in the Kuomintang area. 





What are YOU doing to prove your friendship for the Soviet 
Union? The workers and farmers in the U.S.S.R. are forging 
ahead—what are you doing to protect their achievements from 
imperialist aggression? Are you working to build the F.S.U., 
to make the first National Convention representative of wide 
masses of organized and unorganized American workers and 
farmers? Have you tried to get some organization to elect dele- 
gates? If not, will you pledge yourself to do your share to 
make our convention a mass congress for the defense of the 
land where a classless socialist society is being built? 
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Why American Trade Unionists Should Support 
the Soviet Union and the F.S.U. 
National Convention 


By JACK STACHEL 
Assistant National Secretary, T.U.U.L. 


HE belated recognition of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics by the government of the United States has created 
greater interest even than before in the Soviet Union on the part 
of the workers of this country. The workers of this country were 
in increasing numbers not only interested in the Soviet Union but 
sympathetic to the achievements of the workers and peasants. The 
officials of the American Federation of Labor who can hardly be 
excelled by any group in this country in their hatred of the Soviet 
Union do not on this question any more than on most questions, 
represent the interests or the opinions of the masses of organized 
and unorganized workers. 

The workers of this country will not have greater opportunity to 
learn of the actual conditions of the workers in the Soviet Union. 
We feel sure that workers’ delegations that have been going quite 
frequently to the Soviet Union from this country will multiply. 
More and more the workers will learn the truth about the Soviet 
Union and also the reasons for the lies in the capitalist press of 
this country, and for the basis for the hatred of the Soviet Union 
by the capitalists and their labor lieutenants, the Greens and Wolls. 

What is it that our enemies fear so much? They fear that once 
the workers of this country know the actual conditions under 
which the workers in the Soviet Union live and work that their 
dissatisfaction with the unbearable conditions here will grow. That 
the workers will begin to understand why it is that there is no 
unemployment in the Soviet Union while in every other country 
there is unemployment of millions bringing in its train starvation, 
misery, disease and degradation. They will want to know how 
it is that in the Soviet Union the workers’ wages are continually 
rising while here the wages are ever being lowered. They will 
want to know why in the Soviet Union all the peoples of hundreds 
of races live in peace and comradeship while here the ruling class 
instigates lynchings of Negroes and persecutes foreign-born workers. 
They will surely want to know why the trade unions in the Soviet 
Union are today the strongest of any country in the world, number- 
ing 18 millions. They will want to know the answer to these 
questions and many others of great importance. And the rulers of 
this country fear that the answers to these questions will have 
very grave results for them. 

The workers will also learn why it is that the capitalists are 
plotting war on the Soviet Union although even the enemies of 
the Soviet Union are forced to admit that the Soviet Union is a 
bulwark for peace in the world today and is retarding the war 
plans of the imperialists. And by the way let no worker think 


Three S.R.T. shock  brigaders. 
Anna Simons of Los Angeles, 
S. Wilson and Annie Siegal of 
New York, who sell from 25 to 75 
copies of our magazine every 
month. How many do you sell? 


Old and new on a Tartar 

kolhoz; at the left is a scene 

that is growing less frequent 

—-the camel is being defeated 

by the tractor shown at the 
right. 








that the recognition by the U. S. Government of the Soviet Union 
has done away with the danger of an armed attack by the imperial- 
ists against the Soviet Union. The. capitalists of the world who 
wish to maintain their rule in the face of the growing crisis of 
capitalism fear that the workers of the world whom they can 
hold out only more unemployment, wage cuts, terror and war will 
not continue to be docile slaves under the lash of the ruling class. 
They will learn from the workers in the Soviet land and practice 
what they have learned. The capitalists also know that the very 
existence of the Soviet Union acts as a brake against the continued 
driving down of the living standards of the masses. Thus we see 
that the very existence of the Soviet Union helps the workers of 
this country in their fight for higher wages, for unemployment 
insurance, against another imperialist world slaughter. 

For all these reasons the coming National Convention of the 
Friends of the Soviet Union is of great concern to every worker, 
to every trade unionist. The F.S.U. is an organization which can 
be very helpful to the workers and the trade unions, to get better 
information about the’ Soviet Union, establish a closer bond between 
the workers and the trade unions of the two countries. 
We urge all unions affiliated in the Trade Union Unity League to 
elect delegates to the F.S.U. Convention to take place in the City 
of New York on January 26, 27 and 28. We call upon all 
independent unions to elect delegates. We especially urge all our 
supporters and sympathizers in the A.F.L. organizations to take 
up the fight for the election of delegates. Show to the Soviet 
workers that you are with them in their fight and that Green, Woll 
and Company do not speak in the name of millions of organized 
workers. 





Second Anniversary of S.R. T. 


Next month SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY will be two years 
old. In these two years we have had plenty of difficulties, but 
our magazine has survived. It has constantly improved in 
quality and it has enlarged its circle of readers. During the 
past three months especially the circulation has mounted rapidly. 
This growing circulation reflects the widespread interest in ac- 
curate news about the Soviet Union. 

The second year of the second Five Year Plan is beginning in 
the U.S.S.R. You want to be informed about the progress of 
socialist construction toward a classless society; you need to 
have up-to-date news about current events in the Soviet Union, 
SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY will give you the facts; articles will 
be written by well-known Americans who have recently visited 
the first workers’ republic, experts in every field of culture, 
industry, farming, government, science. 

You will find your questions answered in the pages of 
SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. The latest lies of anti-Soviet 
propagandists will be answered. Make sure that you will get 
every issue during the coming year by subscribing today. A 
good New Year’s resolution is to read Soviet Russia Today each 
month and get the latest authentic information about the 
land where workers rule. 

If you are already a subscriber, send the next twelve issues 
to some friend. 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
80 East 11th St. New York, N. Y. 


Here is one dollar. Please send S.R.T. for one year to: 


Ce ee a a ee a 
i y 


Cee meee eee eee EHE EOD 


(We welcome criticisms from readers and invite all those who 
have visited the U.S.S.R. to send in articles and stories.) 
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ON UNDERSTANDING SOVIET RUSSIA 
By CORLISS LAMONT 
32p.; Price 3 cents 
Published by the Friends of the Soviet Union 


This simple, well written pamphlet furnishes an excellent 
basis for a general understanding of what is happening in the 
Soviet Union. Using five divisions for an examination of the 
general scope of the new government and the economic base 
of the country, Lamont develops his theme into a well balanced 
picture of the U.S.S.R. The five standards of judgement which 
he uses, and suggests be taken into constant consideration are: 
First, Russia’s geography, cultural background and _ history; 
Second, in making comparisons between the Soviet Union and 
other countries, we must do so on a relative and not on an 
absolute basis; Third, we ought to bear carefully in mind the 
extra-economic and cultural achievements of the Soviet Union; 
Fourth, it is necessary to grasp the significance of the various 
changes and shifts:in policy that occur in the Soviet Union from 
time to time; Fifth, any proper evaluation of the Soviet Union 
must take the future into account. 

This pamphlet should be given the widest circulation by all 
branches of the F.S.U. It can be effectively used in the Con- 
vention drive. 





RECOGNITION—AND AFTER 


(Continued from page 6) 

These are some of the considerations which show why 
the Friends of the Soviet Union and other organizations 
sympathetic to the U.S.S.R. must keep constantly on the 
alert in the future as in the past- We must not lessen 
but on the contrary increase our efforts to inform the 
American people about the enlightened policies of the 
Soviet Government both within Russia and as regards 
other countries and international peace. The only guar- 
antee of deep and lasting friendship between the 
American and Russian peoples is mutual understanding, 
and the only way to such understanding is through real 
knowledge of each other. 

The first national convention of the friends of the Soviet 
Union can, I think, be very well utilized to build an organiza- 
tion that will accomplish these tasks more effectively. I hope 
that we shall see at the convention in January many hundreds 
of delegates from all sorts of labor and farmer organizations, 
fraterna] groups, associations of intellectuals and professional 
peoples, and other persons who sympathize with the attempt 
of the Soviets to build a better world and who oppose any 
interference in their affairs. 

For every 10 subscriptions to S.R.T., we are offering 
as a prize any one of the following Modern Library 
books: CREATURES THAT ONCE WERE MEN, 
by Maxim Gorki; BEST RUSSIAN SHORT 
STORIES ; CANDIDE, by Voltaire. Subscriptions must 
be received before January 31. Or if you prefer, we will 
give one Soviet poster for every 5 subscriptions you get. 





SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
ANNIVERSARY 
BANQUET 


Friday, March 2, 7 P.M. 
at the SMITH GRILL ROOM 


40 East 41st Street - New York City 
Tickets $1.25 — Phone: STuyvesant 9-2698 
Entertainment — Music — Dancing 
Celebrate the Second Anniversary of the 
Birth of Our Magazine 











BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS BY AND 
ABOUT LENIN 


LENIN’S HERITAGE, a speech delivered by Joseph Stalin five 
days after the death We I oa shb'ud chav ceoubicnr eins ac. 
LENIN, By Joseph Stalin, a speech delivered in 1920 on Lenin 
as a leader and organizer of the Communist Party..... 10c. 

A LETTER TO AMERICAN WORKERS, By V. I. Lenin, 
written in 1918, in which Lenin explains the significance of 

the Russian Revolution and calls on the workers to block 
the interventionist war against the Soviet Union......... 5c. 
LENINISM, By A. Bubnov. An exposition of the fundamentals 
of the teachings of Lenin and the building of Socialism in 

ie SUE Sis on hic dardbieiiensa shld eccsevececcuanne 5c 
IMPERIALISM—THE HIGHEST STAGE OF CAPITAL- 
ISM, By V. I. Lenin. One of Lenin’s most important works 

for the first time in a complete and accurate translation. .30c. 
REMINISCENSES OF LENIN, By Clara Zetkin. Written 
shortly after Lenin’s death, Clara Zetkin recorded long con- 
versations with Lenin on many subjects; of special impor- 
tance is the conversation on the subject of women, marriage 
and sex and the problems of youth in the Soviet Union. 
Cloth, 75c.; paper, 25c. 

OUR LENIN, a book for children, By Ruth Shaw and H. A. 
Potamkin. Written in simple fashion and profusely illus- 
trated, it tells of Lenin’s life, work and times and his great 
heritage to the working class. Printed in black and red, 
PPP rr re tery ee ere tee rey ere 75c. 
THE LITTLE LENIN LIBRARY, 17 volumes including many 
of Lenin’s basic works, such as STATE AND REVOLU- 
TION, IMPERIALISM, WHAT IS TO BE DONE?, THE 
TEACHINGS OF KARL MARX, SOCIALISM AND 
WAR, etc. Volumes 7 to 13 cover the whole course of the 


Rusaind REvOlsOn Ol 1917 ois cso okie ctreses sen $1.00 per set. 
THE COLLECTED WORKS OF LENIN, should be in the 
library of every student of the Russian Revolution.......... 
EP eT TR $11.75 per set of 8 volumes. 
FOUNDATIONS OF LENINISM, By Joseph Stalin....... 40c. 
LENINISM, By Joseph Stalin. Two volumes........ $2.50 each. 
MEMORIES OF LENIN, By Krupskaya, Lenin’s widonw. Two 
Rs ok. cic duc thas dived Laver eetasenriskica ee 75 cents each. 
DAYS WITH LENIN, By Maxim Gorki. Reminiscences of 15 
Ce LE en eee Pree rT eT Pere 25c. 


Order all literature from F.S.U. Book Service, 80 East 11th 
St., New York, N. Y. 





How Many Copies of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY Do YOU Sell? 


Theodore Montag of the Yorkville Branch sold 170 copies last 
month; M. S. Wilson of the Fordham Branch got 35 subscriptions. 
Every F.S.U. member should sell a minimum of 5 copies per 
month and get at least 2 new subs. Build the circulation of our 
magazine so that it will reach Americans whose minds are poisoned 
by the lies in such magazines as the Saturday Evening Post, Lib- 
erty, etc as well as by the slanderous stories in the daily capitalist 
press. Spread the truth about the Soviet Union. 





Greetings to First National Convention of the 
Friends of the Soviet Union from 


WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 
P. O. Box 148, Sta. D NEW YORK CITY 








BISHOP BROWN’S BOOKS 


My Heresy 


The Bankruptcy of Christian Supernaturalism 
Science and History. 
Each 25 Cents 


Heresy (Series of Lectures) 
Each 10 Cents 


THE BRADFORD-BROWN EDUCATIONAL CO. 
GALION, OHIO 

















SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 

















Workers School 
WINTER TERM 


Classes in 


Principles of Communism Science and Dialectics 
Political Economy Revolutionary Journalism 
Marxism—Leninism Revolutionary Theatre 

| Negro Problems Public Speaking 

Youth Problems Class Struggle in the 19th 





| Organization Principles Century 
| Trade Union Strategy English for Foreigners 
| Historical Materialism Russian 


History of the American Labor Movement 
History of the Russian Revolution 


REGISTER NOW? 


Get new descriptive booklet. 
Workers School, 35 East 12th Street, 3rd Floor. 
| Telephone: ALgonquin 4-1199 


| 
| 
| 
Classes fill up quickly. 
| 














| SOVIET RUSSIA THROUGH 
THE EYE OF THE CAMERA 


| Acquaint yourself with SOVIET RUSSIA by showing 
| SOVIET films. 
| 


10 mm. films can be shown at your own club or meeting 
' hall. They are non-inflammable and do not require permits 
or licensed operators. 
Arrange your showings through 


GARRISON FILM 
| 729 7th Avenue 
| 





New York City 








| FOR 


FOR YOUR FOREIGN 


and 
DOMESTIC TRAVEL NEEDS 
Consult Us 


rrangements made for tours to EUROPE, the 

SOVIET UNION, and all parts of the world, 
as well as domestic CRUISES to Nova Scotia, the 
West Indies, Bermuda, Cuba, South America and 
RAIL, AIR, BUS travel within the United States 
and Canada on first-class lines. 


Special winter reduction of 10% on Soviet Land 
Tours. 


Our long and thorough experience warrants you 
the best service. 


TORGSIN ORDERS 


sent through us are executed by muil or cable 


AT THE LOWEST RATES. 
* 


WORLD TOURISTS, Inc. 





175 FIFTH AVENUE 


Telephone: AL gonquin 4-6656-7-8 
e 


EXCURSION BOATS AND BUSES CHARTERED 
ORGANIZATIONS AT LOWEST PRICES. 


NEW YORK CITY | 




















The International Workers Order 


| The only proletarian fraternal order in America 
| rejoices with you in the victory of Socialism in the 
Soviet Union, and greets 


THE FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION 


as the organization which is organizing the uni- 
versal sympathies with the Soviet Union into a 


fatherland. 





powerful force for the defense of our workers’ | 














‘“*KAVKAZ’’ 
Caucasian Restaurant 


332 East 14th Street TOmpkins Square 6-9132 
Most Excellent Shashliks * Private Cabins 





All Comrades Meet at the 


NEW HEALTH CENTER CAFETERIA 


Fresh Food—Proletarian Prices 


50 East 13th Street Workers’ Center 





Greetings to the First National Convention F. S. U. 


Bar and Cafeteria 
We employ only Food Workers Industrial Union help 


ee BROADWAY 








Between 12th and 13th Streets 

















Greetings From Two Friends 
To 
First National Convention Friends of the 
Soviet Union 





Greetings to First National Convention of the 
Friends of the Soviet Union 


FINNISH WORKERS FEDERATION 
35 EAST 12th STREET NEW YORK CITY 





Greetings 


to First National Convention Friends of the | 


Soviet Union 


MAX SHEROVER 





Greetings to First National Convention 
Friends of the Soviet Union 


IRVING PLAZA 
17 IRVING PLACE Corner 15th Street 





Compliments of 


STAR CASINO 


101-115 East 107th Street 
Telephone, LEhigh 4-2423 



































TORGSIN 


7 wen eS 
IN EVERY CITY OF 


VU. Ss. Ss. R. 


Torgsin Orders enable your relatives in 
Soviet Russia to purchase all sorts of 
domestic or imported articles at low prices. 


For orders on Torgsin apply to your local bank, companies 
listed below, or their authorized agents 


Amalgamated Bank, N. Y. | 
Am-Derutra Transport Corp. World Tourists, Inc. 
American Express Co. | Hudson Co, National Bank, 
Gdynia-America Line | Bayonne, N. J. 

Hias | The Pennsylvania Co., Phila., 
Icor, Biro-Bidjan, Corp. | Pa. 
Manufacturers Trust Co. 
Public Nat’l Bank & Trust Co. 
R.C.A. Communications, Inc. | 


Union Tours, Inc. 


UnionSavings Bank, Pitts., Pa. 
Amalgamated Trust & Sav- 
ings Bank, Chicago. 


Torgsin Orders may be sent to anyone, in any quantity. 


Prices 


reduced 


GENERAL REPRESENTATIVE in U.S.A. 
tachi “261 Fifth Ave. i20% Flood New YOrK.N.Y. 


eee 
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Read the Soviet Press! 


We accept subscriptions to all Newspapers and 
Magazines published in the Soviet Union. Soviet 
Periodicals are printed in English, French, Ger- 
man and 23 other languages, in addition to the 
vast number of Newspapers and Magazines in 
the Russian language. 


English 


“Moscow Daily News "KA live live Moscow newspaper, ably 
edited by a staff of American and British newspaper- 
men. Daily edition—1 yr. $8; 14 yr. $4. Weekly edition 
—l1 yr. $2; % yr. $1.00. 

“Soviet Travel”—An Illustrated Bi-Monthly Magazine 


describing in word and picture the land and the peo- 
ples of the U.S.S.R. 1 yr. $1. 


English, French, German (separate editions) 


“U.S.S.R. in Construction”—A Monthly Pictorial Maga- 
zine with artistic mezzotint illustrations, edited by 
Maxim Gorki and others. 1 yr. $4; % yr. $2. 

“Soviet Culture Review”—An Illustrated Monthly Maga- 
zine. 1 yr. $1.50. 

“V.O.K.S.”—An _ Illustrated Bi-Monthly Magazine de- 
voted to Economics, Art and Education. 1 yr. $3. 





German 


“Moskauer Rundschau”’—An Outstanding Weekly News- 
paper. 1 yr. $2.50. (Also a number of other German 
Periodicals.) 


Russian—“Pravda,” “Izvestia,” “Ogoniok,” “Projector,” 
and hundreds of other periodicals. Jewish—“Emes,” and 
many others. Polish—“Sierp,” and others. 


AMKNIGA CORPORATION 
Dept. Bl, 258 5th Avenue 


Descriptive list on request 


New York 
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A Ge ld Boond 


based on a successful planned economy 


UNION OF 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
7% Gold Bonds 


Interest Payable Quarterly at 
The Chase National Bank of New York 


Investment in these bonds provides protection 

for your funds against loss resulting from 

possible further depreciation in the dollar. 
GOLD STABILITY:—These bonds are issued in denominations of 
100 gold roubles. (A gold rouble contains 0.774234 grams of pure gold.) 


Principal and interest payments are based upon this fixed quantity of 
gold, payable in American currency at the prevailing rate of exchange. 


SAFETY:—The Soviet Government has unfailingly met all its financial 
obligations throughout the sixteen years of its existence. 


MARKET:—The State Bank of the U. S. S. R. will repurchase these 
bonds on demand of the holder at any time after one year from date 
of purchase, at par and accrued interest. 


PRICE:—The price of the bonds is par—100 gold roubles. In dollgrs 
the price varies with the rise and fall of U. S. currency in terms of gold 
en world exchange markets. 


Circular fully describing this issue will be sent upon request 


Soviet American Securities Corp. 
30 (F) Broad Street, New York Tel. HAnover 2-5332 
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THE OPEN ROAD 


RUSSIA 


In pre-recognition days most American in- 
tellectuals who visited the U. S. S. R. went 
through the Open Road. They did so 
because this non-commercial organization 
with its independent representation in the 
Soviet Union enables the inquiring traveler 
to see most in the least time and at least cost. 


More Americans of the professional classes 
look forward now to personal exploration 
of the Soviet world. The Open Road offers 
them the experience and connections of 
years of friendly cooperation with key indi- 
viduals and institutions in the U. S. S. R. 


Service to groups and those who travel on their 
own — Detailed advice on application to 


THE OPEN ROAD, INC. 


56 West 45th Street : hes York 
® COOPERATING WITH INTOURIST a 


ne reer on 


PR SPOR LORE OE A ND DEO LINE OE 














